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Have a word! Students join campaign to get ‘cartonboard’ into the Oxford 

English Dictionary 

 

Oxford is well known as the seat of learning and its libraries are home to over 12 million books and 

manuscripts.  However, few as large as the giant cartonboard dictionary that landed on the city’s 

streets this week, as part of an ongoing campaign to get the word ‘cartonboard’ officially recognised 

in the Oxford English Dictionary. The larger-than-life five feet tall dictionary is made entirely of 

renewable, recyclable and biodegradable cartonboard.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December 2019, the giant dictionary – complete with open ‘pages’ featuring a definition of 

cartonboard - was unveiled at the Charing Cross Library in London. Yet nearly two years on, and 

despite the fact that just 12% of UK citizens1 surveyed would choose a product packaged in plastic 

over cartonboard, the word remains excluded from the dictionary.  

 
1 https://www.procarton.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/The-2nd-European-Consumer-Packaging-
Perceptions-Study_Web.pdf 
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Cartonboard is a paper-based material used to make cartons which in turn package and protect 

products ranging from breakfast cereals to frozen foods, to pharmaceuticals to smart phones! The 

paper fibres that make up cartonboard come from a renewable resource – trees grown in sustainably 

managed forests – and can be recycled up to 25 times2, making it the most environmentally-friendly 

packaging material.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro Carton, the European Association of Carton and Cartonboard Manufacturers, is the organisation 

behind the campaign. 

 

A Pro Carton spokesperson said: “With our world in the grips of a climate emergency, it baffles me that 

the Oxford University Press cannot see the importance and relevance of cartonboard. The exceptionally 

versatile material is renewable, recyclable and biodegradable, meaning it is the perfect example of the 

circular economy. We must keep the conversation going about sustainable packaging and we implore 

those at the Oxford English Dictionary to join us in this movement to change the world for the better!” 

 

 
2 Source: TU Darmstadt 
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Ends 

 
Find hi-res images at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/procarton/albums/72157719926773102 
 
For more information on the benefits of carton and cartonboard, visit www.procarton.com or join the discussion on social 
media: 
Follow Pro Carton on Twitter: www.twitter.com/pro_carton  
Like the Pro Carton Facebook page: www.facebook.com/procartoneurope/  
Join the discussion on LinkedIn: https://uk.linkedin.com/company/pro-carton  
Visit the Pro Carton Pinterest board: www.pinterest.co.uk/procarton/  
 
Notes to editors: 
For further information, please contact the Pro Carton press office on +44 (0) 20 7240 2444 or procarton@stormcom.co.uk  
 
About Pro Carton 
Pro Carton is the European Association of Carton and Cartonboard manufacturers. Its main purpose is to promote the use of 
cartons and cartonboard as an economically and ecologically balanced packaging medium. www.procarton.com   
 
What is cartonboard? 
Cartonboard is a multilayer paper-based material with, usually, three or more layers of fibre derived from wood, or recycled 
materials such as paper or cartonboard. It is often used in packaging to make cartons for everyday products, such as 
breakfast cereals, frozen foods, luxury fragrances and pharmaceuticals. 
 

EXAMPLES OF CARTONS MADE FROM CARTONBOARD: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please note that these images are for illustrative purposes only and should not be reproduced under any circumstance. For 
royalty-free carton imagery, please visit: www.flickr.com/photos/procarton/albums  
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Is cartonboard the same as cardboard? 
Cardboard is a generic term and, whilst cartonboard is a type of cardboard, it is different from ‘corrugated cardboard’ which 
is a firmer, heavy-duty paper-based packaging commonly used for transport (like Amazon parcels). In contrast, Cartons are 
always printed often with high quality graphics and special varnishes and finishes. Liquid packaging board (e.g. Tetra Pak) 
used to hold milk and fruit juice is not categorised as cartonboard. 
 

EXAMPLES OF PARER PACKAGING THAT ARE NOT CARTONBOARD:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that these images are for illustrative purposes only and should not be reproduced under any circumstance. 

 

Corrugated Cardboard 
Liquid packaging 
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